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THE INDIAN CHILD WELFARE ACT AMENDMENT OF 1996 Ward of the court Section 2 adds a provision to 25 U. S.
C. 1911 ( a ) to clarify that an Indian tribe retains exclusive jurisdiction over any child made a ward of a tribal
court if the child subsequently changes residence and domicile. The Committee intends this amendment to
clarify that exclusive jurisdiction over a ward of a tribal court occurs only if, at the time the wardship is
established, the child is a resident of or domiciled on an Indian reservation or the proceeding has been
transferred to the tribal court pursuant to a valid State court transfer or jurisdiction. Tribal interventions in
State court proceedings Sections 3 and 8 provide new limitations on the right of an In-dian tribe to intervene in
State court proceedings involving Indian Children. Section 3 makes a conforming, technical amendment which
recognizes that tribal interventions in voluntary proceedings under 25 U. S. C. 1911 ( c ) will hereaIer be
governed by the time lim-itations and other provisions set forth in Section 8 of these amend-ments. The
Committee intends Section 8 to limit the tribal right to intervene in adoption proceedings by requiring the
Indian tribe to either file a notice of intent to intervene or send a written objec-tion to a proposed adoption to
the party or the State court within 90 days of receiving notice of an adoptive placement or 30 days aIer
receiving notice of a...
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