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New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Almost fifty years ago, a group of student-athletes entered the University
of Washington. As freshmen, they were not eligible to play varsity football so they began their collegiate football
on a frosh team that went unbeaten against Northwest opponents. Most members of the team played both
offense and defense. Some had to work part-time to finance their education. The single ones lived with other
students in dormitories and fraternity houses. Some were married and had children. In 1955, Washington had
been rocked by a player revolt which led to the firing of the head football coach. Disgruntled, he exposed a
slush fund used by zealous boosters to directly pay players more than the Pacific Coast Conference allowed.
The Husky athletic program was put on probation for two years along with Cal, UCLA and USC. It was a difficult
period for a once proud and successful program. Thirty-one year old George Briggs was hired as Athletic
Director to clean up the mess and hire a new coach. Darrell Royal, a former All-America quarterback for the
Oklahoma Sooners and the head coach at Mississippi State, accepted a four-year contract in 1956 and started
the Husky football program on the road to recovery. Royal s tenure was brief. After the 1956 season ended,
Royal resigned to take his dream job at the University of Texas where he had a very successful career which
included three national championships. Briggs then hired 29-year old Jim Owens, a teammate of Royal and an
All-America end. He had been a top assistant under Bear Bryant at Kentucky and Texas AM. He was one of the
architects of the Junction Boys ten days in hell that...
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