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illustrated. 1884 Excerpt: . . . conclude that although a certain amount of relative proper motion must exist in
this group, yet the apparent motions, as observed, are as much due to errors of observation as to the actually
existing motions, and when the latter shall finally be discovered they will, on the average, be found as near to
zero as to the values indicated by all the observations yet made. Consequently, the most probable values of
these relative proper motions must be regarded as zero. Prof. Pritchard, from the general agreement of his
observations with those of the later determinations, seems to feel authorized to assert a little more positively
the actual existence of these relative proper motions. His conclusions are as follows: First, with regard to the 14
stars which have been measured by the two thoroughly independent processes; the general accord of the final
results points unmistakably to the existence of certain small motions of these stars inter se; but of so slight an
amount, that their exact determination does not seem fully within the reach of observations as yet extant; these
must be left for the effects of a greater lapse of time, which shall make them more directly apparent in amount,
and to the astronomy of the future. Of the remaining stars, although meridian observations do not at present
exist so as to corroborate the evidences of relative motion afforded by the combined micrometer measures
made at Konigsberg, Paris, and Oxford, nevertheless the fact of these minute...
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